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unit in the Prairie Provinces is a blend between a township
and a county. The county itself varies in organization in the
different provinces. In Ontario the county council is made
up of elected officials from the townships, villages, and towns
within the county, whereas in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia the members of the equivalent body are elected directly
by the ratepayers. Differences also exist in municipal
franchises. In some municipalities the franchise is restricted
to property owners; in others it is open to all adults irres-
pective of their property. Thus wide differences prevail
throughout Canada as to what democracy should mean in
municipal terms.
A significant trend in the twentieth century has been
towards centralization and enlarged control by the provincial
authority, involving a contraction in genuine local self-
government. Such development began in western Canada
with the extravagances of municipal expansion in the era
prior to 1914, and became even more urgent in the thirties
with the havoc wrought by depression upon municipal
finance and the resultant necessity to rebuild its structures.
Sometimes the provincial direction is no more than effective
advice tendered to municipalities in order to increase efficien-
cy in the collecting of taxes and the keeping of accounts;
sometimes it is a rigid control of municipal procedures or the
absorption of power by provincial departments. In Ontario,
for example, the Municipal Board appointed by the govern-
ment has power to require municipalities^to conform with the
law without recourse to the courts, power to deal with de-
faulting municipalities, and other authority of a supervisory
nature over capital expenditures and permanent improve-
ments. Like bodies in other provinces have similar powers.
The advance of industrialism has increased the number of
public tasks, especially in regard to the provision of social
services, which municipalities are incapable of performing
without aid and guidance from provincial administrations.
The development of the motor vehicle created a need for
highways which the local units could ill provide, and the
provinces, eager to stimulate the tourist trade, increasingly
had to shoulder the mounting expense of such highways.